Minutes of the Council Meeting held on Wednesday 27th August 2025
at Coytrahen Community Centre

Chairperson Cllr. Judith Morgan		Clerk Mrs. Louise Turner
The meeting commenced at 7.00pm and chaired by Councillor Judith Morgan
Councillors In Attendance: - 	Cllr. Roberts, Cllr. Faulkner.  Cllr. Gronow, 
Mrs L Turner (Clerk)	
1. Apologies for absence -   Cllr. Windsor, Cllr Jones, Cllr. Davies, Cllr. Haines

2. Declaration of interest
Cllr Faulkner & Cllr. Roberts on all matters relating to the Coytrahen Community Association

3. Police Matters/Report 
PCSO Green attended this month's meeting and reported that she has undertaken speed scoping within Coytrahen and the average speed has come back to 20mps.  The Cllr’s. requested that she attends at different times of the day to compare the difference.  She also reported 1 highway incident, 1 damage to property and 1 violence/antisocial behaviour reported throughout this month.

4. Football Field
Rachel Morton from BCBC Reach Team attended this month's meeting with Mr. Geoff Whittington.  Geoff had undertaken the feasibility study test and produced the analysis draft drawing.  Cllr. Gronow made further suggestions to link the walkways. Geoff will revisit the area and re-assess the drawings to incorporate this. Further consultations will be undertaken, including attending the Coytrahen Fun Day to display the draft posters to obtain the community's feedback. They will distribute questionnaires at the event and Geoff will also post them door to door over the upcoming weeks and report back once evaluated. 
The CAT is ongoing, and Louise Connolly continues to liaise with BCBC's legal team to draw up the lease to now incorporate the allotment area.

5. Minutes and matters arising from the councils July’s 2025 Meeting  
Councillors in attendance agreed with the minutes.

6. Matters to be discussed 
Watercourse – It was agreed to instruct Steve Ambler to commence the work on the trees. 

Highways have confirmed that all trees in question are the responsibility of the community council 
Flower Planter This will now be 2 tiers to make it more manageable for its upkeep. The chair asked Cllr. Gronow if he could assist with this.  
Cllr. Faulkner has spoken with the post office to remove their sign and to only display it when the post office is open. 
The chair asked LT to obtain quotations for an additional planter to be placed by the phone box. 
Christmas Tree Inquiries will be made with Highways regarding planning permission to plant a Christmas tree. 
Christmas Lights Cllr. Faulkner has also made inquiries regarding the supply of electricity from the lampstand to the Christmas lights. 
Parking continues to be an issue outside the wall at the community centre. This will be forwarded to Cllr. Haines to review.
Remembrance Sunday — The Mayor has accepted LLCC invitation to attend the service. It was agreed to move the existing plaque nearer to the soldier. Cllr. Roberts will arrange for hooks to be installed on the wall to hook the wreaths rather than be placed on the floor.  The community council has agreed to jointly fund the buffet with the community association. 
T&CC Capital Grant Fund - LT has made inquiries with Louise Connolly at BCBC for further information.
7. Planning Permission – None 

8. Correspondence - No correspondence

9. Finance 
Cllr. Faulkner advised that our HSBC bank account was restricted, not having completed a safeguarding review.  She has asked all Cllr. to provide ID to complete the review. Cllr. Gronow advised that he received notification that the new Natwest account was open.  LT had not received notification of this and will contact Natwest to double-check and report back.
Upon complaining to HSBC on the poor service received Cllr. Faulkner was offered £150.00 as a gesture of good will.  
​LT has applied for reimbursement of the VAT 126 monies. 
Accounts provided to Cllr's
Payroll has moved to Sage and paid via a monthly direct debit. 
Schedule of payments approved. 
	Admin Costs/Room Hire/Stationery
	£813.02



10. Clerk’s Report
Received complaints regarding the dumping of garden waste and cut down trees at the entrance to the woods at the top of Nicholls Road. LT to report to Cllr. Haines to further investigate. Cllr. Gronow also raised the same concern and how dangerous it is.
The woods are the responsibility of the Merthyr Mawr Estate and all reports will need to be forwarded to them.
LT will arrange to meet with Cllr. Faulkner prior to her absence to update her on all issues arising. 

11. Members Reports
Cllr Gronow. Reported the alarm for the Defib Box has been going off. LT to contact Nikki to double-check the box

He has only received inquiries from 1 resident regarding the Defib Training.

The steps by the kissing gate have now been rebuilt. He suggested having a safety rail installed thus, making the steps safer. LT to pass this onto Cllr. Haines

Cllr. Faulkner Reported the Community Centre has now installed a new CCTV and alarm system.

Continues to have concerns regarding the main road and entrance to Cildaudy Road. LT to chase this referral up with Cllr. Haines

Cllr. Roberts Reported the pothole by the phone box. LT to pass this onto Cllr. Haines

Continues to advocate for the crossing in the village. 

Cllr. Morgan (Chair)  Reported that the high grass on the road from Shwt that turns into Maesteg is so overgrown it makes poor visibility for oncoming traffic. LT to report to Cllr. Haines 

12. Cllr Gary Haines Reports -Cllr. Haines sent his apologies 
13. Public Participation - None
14. Any other business - Nothing raised
15. Items for September meeting 
· Watercourse
· Football  CAT
· Christmas Lights/Christmas Trees
· Memorial Day 

15	Date of Next Meeting -  29th October at 7.00pm in the Philip Squire Community Centre.


Approved by Chair _____________________________		Date ___________

Amendments: -
